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THE CLASH

A lot of preparatiaon had gone into the visnal
side of the Clash towr. There was an abund-
snce of slidee representing sspects of mosi of
the songs. Most striking were those hinged
arcund dramatic events covered by the media:
Violence caused by a feilure of understanding
of different pelitical views, how casually
physical strepgth ie used by those who poseess
it.

The Clash musically were unstsble. The re-
ingtated drwmper, Terry Chimes, had to be
coached slong. Time for rehearsing the set

was something the Clash had not bad. This
made the older sengs more suitable for show. I
remarked to Joe Strummer, after the set, that
they could easily be in the middle of the
London Calling Tour.

JS; Yeah, that's becsuse we've just been
learning the basics with Terry. ¥e atarted
with 35 nunbers we can play with Terry. We
rlayed 24 tonight.

ESN: ¥ill the eet remain the same throughout
the tour?
J5: No. we've got ten numbers to play with.

We try to learn nev opes, two a day. The car
broke dewn today, 8o the soundcheck was fucked.
We were going to play "Car Jatmipg" and '“Ghetio
Defendant'™ but it was such a crap show tomight
we didn't feel like it.

ESN: HNewcastle City Hell has slweye been & bad
place to play.

Z5N; People can't dance here, there's too many
bouncers that keep them in their seats.
J8: Yesh, we think we're going down crap. That
puts uve off.

ESN: What's involved in Club Cesbah?

J5: we want to try and make the gig more fun
for the audience, Like, it didn't go down well
tonight. We had the Purundi drummers playing a
vouple of nichts ago. Wwe have Hikey Dread play-
ing records, we try to come on early and leave
some time at the end for Kosme to nlay records
and for oeople to dance at the unseated venues.
At the end of the show a couple of nights sgo,

I made the zrpouncement that we were going to

JS: Y¥We've peen trying to learn with Terry stuff
we've nmever played live before, like "Death Or
Glory”, but we shouldn't be playing here. It'a
ceats. We were banned from here for twe years.
[ wish they'd Kept the ban up. We're only
pleying here bacause there s a demand.

= . 0 WY
get changed and then come out. Everybody
thought we were coming back on stage. They

all stood round it watching the romdies take
the equipmsnt down, Yhat I meant was that we
were going to come into the sudience and have
a drink., ZThe next night at Stoke we thought,
‘right, we won't make an announcement and eee
what happens'. 5o after we had done the set
Kopmo started pleying some great records - and
they a1l went home! We're etill trying to work
out how to do it. Gigs are ac shit theses doys
we're just trying to make it more of an even—
ing out, & bit more fun.

As we talk to Joe he is signing autopraphs,
Everybody who walted to come backetege is there
Jog had been signing for nearly sm hour.

J5: See that flicker. T'11 tell you what
gete on top of me, These guys mesn well, but
the whole lock stock and barrel, having to
sign all of that, Then your hand sterts
chaking.

ESN: It's to bring some kind of personsl
contaet into it.
J5; TYeah, I suppose so.

AUTOGRAPE FUNTZR: Will you sign it to Pete?

ESN: Thanks for your time.
J5: You forgoet sopething.
ESN: What's that?

J5; You didn't give me a copy of your mag.
Something to read in bed$

STMON McKAY



OK Jive stzrt promoting theilr sareer in
Rewcastle storming all the record shope in
town, leavirg a trzil of postzre, atickere and
free records wheraver ther went. Hopefully
"Life 4t The Blue Tonjo Sy Day And Fight Club®
continued, even when they wera aut of ear-
range of the shop turntables, thie being the
title of their debmt L.P, on Frenzy Records.
Lee: "Frenzy ie our own label within CBS. We
get out to siFm to an independant label, This
wapg the next best thing. We hope to have rel-
eares by other bande on the label, maybe some
Africen bande."

Swahili muelc hes influenced 0K Jive'e
recorde greatly. Bonni: "Swahili is not
only & language but also & culture.” Lee:
Dateun, Zavon end Bonni are sll from Africa,
I reveaber w2 /ot slagged off in a music paper
written for black peaple in this country. It
slegzed us becauge our music ie African-etyle,
although there is only one black in the band,
The article wes a load of rascialiet crap.”

It eremed strange that Jee Jackson rhould
have once produced a band pleying African
muEice., "We had played quite a few dates with
Jaoe and he hed really liked us, FHe wanted to
vraduce our firet eingle which was 'On Route'.
It wap a little strange, Tt didn't work out
that well., FKohody wag narticulerly olezsed
with the end sound. Joe insplred a great con-
fidence in us though. He told us we had a
really criginal scund, and what =n asset thsat
wapg and that we ghould build on it end not
gllp into cther pesple's tlote."

"Baven doge our producing now B3 well as
pleying maitar, It's ruch easier to do that
than brirg = producer in frar the asutside who
1 not faziliar with opur sound, and what we
want. Producars like Martin Fushent might
make hit rezords, but it'e only becsuse they
etzmp eo nuch of themeelwes across the recor-
ding. £ praoduser like that takes a band as
elenents and re-arrenges then in hie mode. At
the end of *he year he can turn round and say
"Well, I've produced so many hit singles this
ye2r', and thzt's what he getz paid for, That
1 not the kind of perean we want."
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A company can do & lot to make you Eucc-
eEsful., They should net have this power,
Bonpl: “Then a musician bhecomes a business-
mzn he's ne longer & musician, When a busl-
nesegan becomes a musician he's no longer a
businesmman. You can't be both." Dataun:
"(B5 are hoping we'll take off soon. They
released a single, "Anyway', just before tha
albug without ws even kmowing 1t. They didn't
promote it or anything. It waz e complete
wagte of time. They Aid it on the off-chapee
that it =might get picked up and becsme a hit."

OF Jive heve recently finished supporting
Squeeze on thelr “"Last Crders Tour". "It's
alwzys hard to got cnto a stage and play to
enpther band's audlence. Ve were really
exclted about the tour. The kind of peopla
attracted to Sgueeze are an older laid back
audience more appreciative of music thap
fashion. Which im good becaume they t&@ to
be more open minded, It'e great if the aud-
ience get up and dance, we really enjoy our-
selves. It didn't happen much on that tour.
At the Beated venuee we would go on and start
playing and we can ece the people being ueh-
ered into their seats. It made me feel like
2 2-D film. It was really claustrophobic, It
wae a6 1f we were not there, At one verue
everyone got up to dance, Then Squeete cams on
1t wam half an hour before they would etand
up. It wag rezlly strange. People don't
usually show their apprecietion #o enthusiap—
tically. Guite often it's a case of 'I've
come to enloy Squeeze’. Heybe it Just dosem't
occur to some people to stand up for anyone
other than the pzin band, Inbetween songs
the applauee can really explode. It's mo
worrying when you're playing the songs, you
think *¥het the Hell sre we doing wrong?' Te
played with the Polecats once. The audience
Just glared, After that there was & rocka-
billy who kept turning up at our gigs to see

us, He £till had the ewit and the quiff, It
wae nice to krow we hed won a fan. Part of
the incentive on the Squeeze tour was thet we
had the chence to win over people who womld
oot otherwiee hear us. That ir en sdvantage
of playing to another band's aulience, 1t im
something positive,"

Progress compercially ie a slow procese
vhilst working up from singles to zn album,
Datsun ie mot happy with the banpd's commercial
progress; "Muslcally we have improved and heve

the sound we want. The ret has progressed, a
lot of the clder mngs hzve been dropped.”
Ruby: "& lot of our sange are in twoe parts,
The secand part might be complately different
te the first part thongh M

OF Jive play on stage with great churiema,
Everything 1& colaurful, chirpy, but not
sickly. ZIriqp rhythms mix with Ruby'a stable
volee. Daisun circulates, while the rthythm
continues, The guitars sound like guitars,
no screech, and Bonni can sing io Swahill.

The nieght le not yet over, promoting
naver ende, After cooling down we steer Ruby
and Dztsun, Bansel and Gretal etylae, towarde
Metro RPadis. Your riles s=cuth, the turntable
assault begins., 4fter the meze of flying one-
way arrowe the swcuriiy guard ile easlly dealt
with by a fagt tongue, After winding him up
we point him in the direction of the broadcast
ing studin, "Take It Eesy™ in hand. We diague
how plausible it would be to remove hig hi-fi,
with the glitterine lighta, (ur little watch-
dog moon resares hig post in reception. Ve
stand and lieten as the DJ realises he has
something unexpested to tzlk ebsut on air, Ne
fuse or time waktirg, "Take It Eawmy" le slotte
in nicely, before the % p.m. news. I walk
aray ba'fled - just who are "THE OX Jive"?

SIMON McKAY

ROMAN HOLLIDAY

STEVE LMTBERT - LEAD VICLLS

OB LATEAT - &Y

JOHN Fa20TD - TRTUPET

STION coEm - DEMME

BRIAN DONED'YE - GUITAR/VOCALS
JOEY OrTro - BASS/VDZALS

"He've been gulng 2even monthe ae & ewing
band. %We started at a residency in Goseips,
London., We got nore live work from there and
got some lebele interected™ - Steve.

Roman Holllday'a debut ZF wes released a
couple of moths age, and included " Stand By"
and "Wotor Manla". (i!y personal favourites,
Ha!) 'We played with the Clash et Portemouth
as our firet main support. We've played with
Culture Club and Kari Wileon ap well. We went
down with her crowd quite well, The only
problem is when no-one watchee hecause the bar

ie upeteire.” Roman Heollidey ales supported
the Belle Stars tour. "Te were touring in s
treneit and using lote of their gear." - Steve

The nane Roman Holliday ceme from a member
of the bznd who "waslefi" a y#ar sgo. "He
rrobably thought it sounded hip at the time,
The double 'l' came from & name, i.e, Billie
Hollidey., There wze a film nade In black end
white years ago celled 'Roman Hollday' as
nell.” « Steve,

Bomzn Holliday play what wap nop music
in the forties. "We're not part of a revival
or apnything." - Steve, Indeed, one of the
appealing points about the band is that they
do not try to emulete fortier dress, noer do
they use a double base, A very enjoyable
band to watch, who pley & 4% minute eet of
well arranged numbers. The set also includes
& couple of covers. It is refrerhing to eee
thew playing in seruffy jeans. The emphaeis
1e obvioguely on the mueic and not any would-

bs, e SIMON -¥cKAY



CHINA

Slowly but Furely, bande from Liverpsal
are gterting to be recognieed by 2jor record
coppanies. ©One such band iz China Crisie who
recently slgned to Virgiln, We met the band on
the third date of m BSritish tour ecpporting
Sizple Minds. Although reluctant to reepond

to our questicn®, we managed to get a few
facts out of them.

ESN: How many people are there inm the bznd?

CCt There are two members in the band et the
mament, although & fow weeke ago there wers
three,

e —

ES: ¥hy are there only twoe now?

CC: The third member left bscause he dfidn't
like touring, That's why we didn't tour much.

E3N; So how do you manage to produce muaic
1live with only two membere?

CC: On pitsge we heve three people to help us
out., Te used to use tapes but now the pound im
totally livae,

ESN: You've Just releasged an LP.
CC: Yer, Lt was recorded with the original

three members and varioue other pecple helping
out.

CRISIS

FSN: Why wasz African &nd Thite re-released?

¢C: There waz a big demand fo- the original
gingle ea we deleted 11, held back until the
orders ballt up and re-released it in the hope
of getting it high in the cherts, but it only
reached somewhere In the forties,

BSN: Hhw is the remix di“ferent from the
original?

CC: The vocsle wera changed and it had &
different B side.

PSN: Yhat are you going to do efter thie
tour?

00t Te are going into the etudio %> record a
few moTe T-ackB.

At this voint everyone dries up and we
don't peem ts be able to get znything more
but ekit out of Chipe Crisis.

STEPHEN JOYCE

NEW RECORD INN

IT'S CHEAP !!
ONE LOOK AND

30 HIGH ST. WEST

SUNDERLAND
TEL 51860




BLUEBELLS

ROBERT RODGETS -
EETNY Mol Y =
RUSSELL LOVINE -
LATRECE TNEZGOR -
DAVID YcTLUSKY -

GOIT:R, VIZALB
HiREONICA, YZ2ZALS
GUITAR, VIZALS
BASE, VOTALS
DRMZ, VOCALS

The Bluebellrs were juet ahout to releane
thelr Tirst single, "Forever !'ore" when ESH
interviewed ther for the second time. The
Blueballa have played Yewcastle four times in
leee than a year, once on thelr own, twice with
Eelrecut 100 2nd tonight am guests on the Flvie
Coatelle tour, The 3luebelle had been in the
Studio with Tlvls Cortello producing them, to
record trpcks for a noartdle single. Why
didn't any of thepe tracks eppear aa the Tirst
aingle?

LAURTNCE: e did the trecke wmith Elvie when
we didn't have & record company. e had
originally plenned ts record two end bring them
out az a single on Tlvie' own label, Demon.

Ve didn't have anyone to preduce us so we pmked
our rublishere if we could have Elvie, They
eent Flvie 8 ta2pe of our mueic and ha came to
Gge us live, He iiked uep &nd agraed to produce
ug. HWe did the two tracks, "Aim In Life" and
"Everybody's fopebody's Fo 1%, but we didn't
think they %ere very good, "Alm In Life" came
off the bhest, but "Sverybody's Sozebody's Fool"
wag really awful, 21d we had planned to mske it
the A side. "ilmp Tn Life"” will be on the B
flde of tre new =ingle and a new vermion of
“Everbody's Somebady's Fool™ will appear &E an
extra track on the 12" single.

F&: Yhet wsia 1t like, workine in the atudio
with Zlvis?

LAURENCE: Te liked working with Elvis, o we
heve got hic to vrofuee our debut 2lbum which
wa are going ta record after thisg tour,

ESY: Do you think that you weren't rteedy to
record a mingle when you vent into the studio®

LARZ= CE: Te probably weren't ready to do it
erd didn't get around %2 telking sbout what we
were gaing to do before we went into the mtudic
ES: You got B lot of publicity from the
pessione you d1d for Kid Jensen?

LATPTYCT;  Thines like radio 1 sesslons are un
to nothins Beceuse you go into the studic end
you'va got 12 hours to do four trecke and it

took ue slx daye to record the sinrfle,
E=X: The laet time we talked, you didn't

have & record contrect and you were looking
for a #ood one. That ig the contract like?

ERi:
bande, like Haircut 100, Altered Images etc,

LATPEEOE: 7e've mlgned to London which ia
through Phonogram. They ueually just glve
gingle deals to mew bands, That'e whzt they
did for the likem of &3 and Soft Cell. e
wwre the firet ta be offered an album deal for
2 or 3 yeara.

You've had a lot of expasure with other

LATRENC®: The sacond MYaircut tour wae very
good, yourg audlences who think you are super-
stare &5 soon ae you welk on stege.

B2 Ir you play out ogf tune, they'll never
know.

'LAURFNCE: And we did! It was good, ver good
gxpomrg, we keep getiing leads of letters
from them, If they write them, they are sure

to buy a copy of the singla.

TEN: Fow ie thip tour poing?

LATYEN{I®: %e are neerly half way through at
tha moment &nd it'e going reazonably well,
Ve'va hed a “ar good reactions. The auwdience
are & lot older than tha Falrcut tour so you
don't have lots of girls ecreaping 2t you when
the drurcer breake hie hishat,

At thie poirt the interview wae brought to
2 halt due to a soundcheck, They have their
own original ssund which 1s why they had almomt
every big record cospany after them,

STEPHEN JOYCE




Kiesslng The Pink must he the only band
*ho fall over one another on stege in thelr

mad gece of murical instrumente. Rach song
finds the elx membere playing different ine-
truzente. Differsnt figures even pep up
behind the varioue microphones. A&t the end of
the night 1t ie very hard to pinpaint sho
broke what - lsn't that the maln disadvantace
of 8 comruna? Pete definitely troke the
cymbzl though,

Deepite first night nerves, a2 little
serisea was wmrung out of ¥issing The Pink:

0 OSSING

1

el B 6

Two years ago, &t misle college in Glaegow,
George, John and Pete decided to go to London
to fabricate & pop band. To guote Johm, "To
partaks ln rock music”. Ar of preeent,
Elering The Pink have released three singles,
the first on an independent label, of which
very few copler were availsble. After the
relative success of that single, there were
three companiea interepted in the band.
Eieeing The Pink signed with Wagnet Hecords,
home of the Darte., Jobnr "CBS were inter-
ested in signing ue. The interaeted A'R bloke
who elgned Dire Straits to the label, wae put

P ORIk

of f us hecausa we don't have & atyle in which
all of sur songe Are moulded."

GEORGE: It'as very exclting for e little band
like us to be on tour.

JOHN: Our recerd company have put plenty of
money up for thle tour, Ve can afford to
atay in hotels and eet end thinge, whichk is
g0 goad, Te're very poor., They don't give
us money in rezlity, for food in ocur bassment
flat.

GEIRGE: They lent um money, Juet to buy
squipment, There's nothing for wagea, It's
quite cpen thit we're &ll on the dole.

JOEN: TPeter Powell keeps playlng our records.
Ee kept playiog Mr, Slunt, nhen everybody elee
had etopped. John Peel loves urp &r well. Ze
really likes us. He played ¥r. Blunt every
night for years,

PETE: John Peal ectually ate =even coples of
Y1, Plunt,
JUHN: He 2sid me were going to be the naxt

Joy Division,

Oh John, ahut up.

KICK: Ve try to avold heving a focal point

in the band,

GEORGE: (staring through his black-lined eyes):
Every barnd has sore guy who haek eyeliner onl

JUEF: Flaunting hls ego. We try to get over
ogo o hopefully people will listen to tha
muBle, inetead of concentrating on ssmebody's



grain. It'e rezlly difficult fo get peaple
to listen to caeic, s wany veople are inte
image. I f(ind that depreesing.

WICKs The intereeting thing about our susic
im tha style of our songs are 8o different to
oue another, A lot of bands plump for a
certain sound. Te can play the inetrupents
reaeopably well,

JOHN: We make up & song and then decide an
the etyle. It can vary from a sort of
Eraftwerk sound to funky jazz, even nilltary.

GFORGE: Everything hinges on the meaning of
the gongs, the atoosphere, shich 1e what we
try to get scrouss,

ESN: Vhat are the songe about?

GEORGE: We have one love mong,

JOHNy It*e not really a love song.

GEJRGE: It'e celled "Broken Bodige®, It'e
about B love affair betwean a cripple and a
“*normal"™ person.

NICE: There's "Last Fila" which is mbout
a poldier who hee to fly in a plane in the
war, He 1g Hiown propoganda {llms of how
wonderful life back in Britain i=, although
it's not true. 'fhey lle tc him to glve hin
an incentive to fight.

Hopefully Kiseing The Pink are on the
verge of some kind of & breakthrough. The
Kewzaztle date of the tour wae very badly
attended, though tre asudience, mmall ae it
wag, wag aktrerely enthuslastio., Have you
aver pesn & punter thyeically etop the band
leaving the stage until they've done a pecond
enaore?

Kinsing The Pink's debui album "Haked"
is to be releaced in Tebruary, apd B promo=
tional teur ig lined up for January, BE
THERE.

SIMON MceKAY
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¥het if you went to another venue for
the lete bar and you were abmorbed in eoce-
thing so radical you dldn't know how to react,
and left in total bewllderment?

Turn on the radls - Is it hard to define
what you hear? The market iz maturated with
new record releases, not becauge the music ia
inepired tut becauss people want to buy
Tecards, although naot as many people as in the
past, People are loming interest in something
uninterseting,

The Fashionable Jwpure are a new art
form, combining weeie with visualsr over-
powering visuale which show initiative, not
merely a tray of slides added ae an efter-
thought., The firet ever true three dimem-
sionel form ie being prepared for mhowcame
performances in London, Invitationa will be
sent out to the muele Industry, offering them
the chance to see scmething toially unigue.
Yhen financial backing results from thees
initlial performances, The Fashiomable Immure
will play around the country,

At a time when a thousand bends walk
hand in hand up the ledder of progrees meraly
reflecting one another, revolutionary vlana
and an a~tual eet exist. I have seen them!
Hugh, hush, thie is & previe¥ not a throw-
away description.

The Fachionable Impure zre ready to sake
a video for demonstration. Tt will be ehot
at one angle and one dictance, hesd on,
throughout the twe or three trecks, &> etrong
is the mbject., Videp is not nart of the new
art-form, merely a trantmitter vaving the way
to the ehowoare perforcances - then the oedia
and indastry jump in. But then, Nr. Money-
maker alwaye makes exceeadingly good invest-
mente. I'1l =mugly say "X told you so.

SIMON McKAaY



DAINTEES

The Jaintess, fapillsr with busking,
plurged in guitars and mic-ophones for their
zudition ik Jercastle's BBV ona weekday after-
noon. Thelr perforsance, even without drums,
secured thez a :lace on Kitchenware Pezorde.
The lsbel relzared "Invalved Tith Love"/"Roll
On Surmertime" last Augart. Hartin: Red Rhino
made & really bad Job of 2istrituting the
eElngle, It w2z uncbteinable. I wae taliking
to someone at the Venue, %hi sald London
piraie stetions were playing the record con-
tinually. John Peel played it. ¥id Jengen's
Producer sald we’re more of z Radis 2 band.

Be wouldn't play it. I think Rzdio 2 hae a
lot more class than Badic 1. The music is by
rusiciane and scngvrlters. We're hoping to do
a eespion for Terry Togan.”

The Daintees toured with Aztec Camera,
playing London, Newcastle, Zunderland and tour
dates in Scotlandy Edinburgh, Dundee, Glasgow
and iberdeen. !"artin: “Aberdeen was a rezlly
good zig, we did an encore there. Te could
have done one 2t some of the other detes but
tha Aztec Jegera menager wouldn't let uvs run
over time. In cocparison the Yemue was really
dead, no atmogphere. It'rs hard to really put
yourself into 1t when you've got no feedback.
Ae Boon ae iztec Cadera came on, whoosh,
etraight to the front, Ve 2id win them over
at the end a bit," Chrig: "We didn't zake a
profit on the tour. In Scotland Aztec gave
us some of their meney, It was worth pleying
for the publicity though., It was a nice
working holiday. We didn't expect to make
money. Aztec Camera were really nice to ua.”
Martin: At Edinburgh somebody sabbotaged the
T.4. eettings between us soundchecking and
-laying our set. Tro of Aztec Canera were

unning Tound trying to ozt it out as we
nlzyed. They hei & etter sound op 211 of the
dztes, Thet's exzected shen we only have ten
minutes to ssupdcheck. Te 21dn"t tzke too
much notice of the sound guality when we were
tlaying., You can bec.ve too invaived in the
playing ta natice.

The band sztaclly consiet of Vartin -
Guitar, Yocals:; Jacie - “uitar, 3Jacklng Vocels:
Ohris - 3ass; idao - Drute, lartine Te
gon't wart to Be 2 novelty band., We Juet
want people to toxe our muele seri usly. Thnat
ie what matters. I wani the Drintess to recosxd
pxcellent songe which w11l £%ill %e in -enple's
rinds in ten yesrs time.”

Wartin: "Yhan you geet scinbody vho'e in

a verd yoo exrect iher t3 be excitine and

samething epeciel. Trey're riot." Chxlet
"vgak, artin'e reelly boring." Yertin: “As
a band wa're 211 on the saze wevelengsth. Te

care together by chance, but thare similar
intereetr end don't %ave mueical conflicis,
If wne of ues 1eft tke Dzintees would probably
fold,"

T2 Dainteee have recently returned from
zecording in London, TFour tracke were record-
ed at Phonopran's expense. Negutiations for
Thonagraz to distribute the next Dalntees
single next January, etill on ¥itcheaware, are
tzking nlace. The A eside —ae written in the
itudlo amd ie ecelled "Turp Fe Around®,

STMON MeKAY



ECHO AND Tt

The Liverpool Scene,
De, Loaok Right. Zlub Left, Place it.
Toxteth? Tarehoumet Llinistry? Priveis Fell,
Put your finger on amything good fron the
North-West., ¥here? It's all opinion. A
ainion? Could be, Usz an erems and all
things scouea would drown in the crap seeping
out of the rulne eny stlas would call & city,
Affinity. Scant regerd. Forgotten by the
government. Admired by FME, and all things
musical. The Soul Fitchen wouldn't go bank-
Tupt in Liverpossl. Liverpoeol might.

Hag Been, ¥ill

And put of the desolation came forth new
hopa. 411 those liste you'we read before.
Teardop, Junrymen ete. Look right, Thieper
working clases, Cue image, Shap* Some are.
Am T,

—000-

Tace; Lem Pattineon Job: Base with Sunnymen
Agey 24 TInterview:-

LPt I lerft echool at 1lo. Then I worked,
boatbuilding, for five yeare to the day. Then
I decided thet while I wae still young, I'd
give the band a go.

ESN; Were you in any bende at echool?
LP: Nao, thiz iz the first one.
ESN: Belore that?

LP1 I ueed to go to Tric'e a lot.
it w:zEe fentzstic, The first bands I caw were
Genesration X, The Damned, The Clagh. T ueed

to go thres timem & week, spend all mv weges
on seeins bands,

I thought

E€N: Did you enjoy boatbuilding?

LF: They were the bect five yeare of my life,
ESNt Better than now?

LP: Fhyeically different. Tt wam grect to
get homs Bf night and know you'd done & daye
work, Now, I £lsep til mbout eleven, rehearse
etc, It's hard, different,

LfN: There do you live?

LP: I mtill live with cy perents, ‘coe it'a
cheap,

et Yhat is their reaction to your life-
gtyle?

LP: Tell, it's socething for me dad to say
when he's in the pub. Me mum was there last
night, it wan the first time thev'd seen us.
It kinda like puts you off, thinking, fGod, ze
mum'e out there, which I thought when we did
the first pumber. &ne loved 1t and =0 4id
me dad,

ESN: What waw their reection when you quit
boattuilding?

LP: They told me to stick to my Job, saying
I v2s czd, Now nhen I say that I'm goinc o
quit the band and get & normal Job, they tell
o# to sty with the band. I juat deo the
opposite of what they eay!

EEN: How long have you been playing the
bazg?

LP:  About three and s half yezrgs. I started
three deye before our firet gig, I'd never
touched a guitar before. It waa a supoort witl
The Tezrdrop Exploder at Tric'e. Ne and Pete
(pe ?reitasg were Tedlly nervous, I've never
been 80 nervous in my 1ife,

EX: Whet was it like?

LF: It was grest. Heart wrenchirg. Every-
ore regorded 1t as a clessic, e only did
one song, "Monkeye™, btut it wae fifteen
minutes long.
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=2 Thet do you do when you go down to
Lordon?

LP: We go out and get drunk - it's the anly
enjoyment there im. We used 1o be azeinst
that rockist lmegse but there's no point in
teking that attitude.

£8:  Have your cusical tattes changed
recently?

L5: Oh refinitely, ves. After being in the
ptudlec especially. One or two L.Y.s {rom
vears agd I still like - esrly Sorie up to
Srace Cdditty, Imases, ato.

B Would you let imeres put yeu of £7

LF: GSometimer 1t Joes, Take Dexy's Lidnight
Runriers, They deny it about fachion 2nd tnen
ther ram 1t down your throat., To me, they're
really big hypocrites 'coe they were in a
cabcret band in velvet suite when I firet

szw them,

ESN: Mueically?

LP: I 1iked Geno, Elleen iz really catchy
apd very well done... They said “we den't
do interviews, re don't like hippies, smoking
pet. they're the degenerates of today™ and
then they pay "we believe in doing what you
want to, keep the spirit™ - it'e etupid,

ES1  The Reck Preas?
LP: Dop't like '"am!
ESN: FEven though they've helved you a lot?

LPt It'e only beceure we're four mice chapa,
¥When they come up, 1t's just becavee we have
B good laugh, Live, sometimes we're great,
rometires we're really shit. When the moments
are magic, they'-e really ece, we ravour them,

ESN: Whet about the new violiniet (whe played
with them liva)

LF: His name is Shankar., %e're Just uslng
him for the elbum, Te met up with him at
FTOMAD and 1+ juet went from there.

ERN: Were you surprised at the succeze of
Back Of Love, compared to & Promisef

LF: I never thought Frozmise would pake 1t, Tt
vac one of those welrd songs, everyone could
listen to it, Tt it didn't get any airplay.
Love playing The Back Of Love., It's dilficult
te play, s 14's good when you get 1t right.

O Wrhy are you re-mixins the album?

LP: We didn*'t dezs it, and one or two of the
trzcke cight be better, »0.., We've geen
alrendy that it Ir better.

= That's 1t called?

LF; Dunno yet. ™het usually happens le Mac
hoas & frezt idea and it roes round until we
settle.

ofM: The direction of thiz altum 1s now
pettled. So shere next?

L®: T dunno. Tt's personal really. The
other two elburs have steod the test of time.
1t's jurt uws., A}l Four of ur know what we
want, it'c just doinc the right thing. The
-elntionchip within the band ien't what it

azed to be ne pe, Lac and ¥ill ussd to go out
every night and get plrsed and generally have
a good time. Now Mec 1s almost married, WER
can be moody.

ES¥: And youlve not changed?

LP: Ko,

DAVID MARTIN



GANG OF FOUR

Jon Ring was guick to pick up on the
introduction I laid before him: & cutting from
a Cerman T Times, It ehowed A gtill from
Wimnetou 1, the mach famed Cowboy and Indian
handshake, amidst rocke and blue sKy.

JON; This ise one of the biggeet TV series in
Eurupe. We went to Yugoslavia, and I wze told
the whole background to 1t, I eaw it like this
except it wam in bleek 'n' white, and liked

the picture. This slienated Western herce
goes arcund befriending Indiasne, and that's
what the etorles are bullt around. Which im
quite go-ineidental, I cowldn't of course,

ume the pleture becmuwse of copyright. Bo what
T Ai¢ wam, I traced it to avold any possibil-
ity of commection and made the faeces white and
red. That was part of the ldea am well, We've
bean eued befovre for uaming plctures out of
magatinen, On "Tourist”, the woman on the
back eued ue. On an Bversst advert in a paper
it said "It'e her famlily”. She couldn't leave
her house becauers it wes 80 upseiting thet a
punk grovp had used her photograph on their
cover, The BBC heted it becauss 1t mentioned
packets. The add agency musd ue for it as
wall. Tt cost us ag ruch ae we made on the
bloody thing.

ESN: Was there any attempt to have it
off the merket?

JOW: It was tos late, the perzon didn't fipd
out until it hed seld. Tt wae in her interast
to get damages,

Prior to our interview The Gang had been
filmed for a TY news show in whick they wore
lectards.

JOR: Wa thought it would be 8 bit of a langh.
Wo bhad all sorts of different uniforme pro-
Jected on ug, BT tried to comvince every-
body that it wzen't about the army, which
obviguely 1t was, It imm't about people who
are worried about their sexuality ar the IME
raview of it s2id. Wost of it'e about hand-
outs - they got me down. You've ot no opp-
grtunity, thie is where your culture pushee
you. You've got nothing else. Look at the
army now, they're actually making people
redundant. There'r no shortage of people lor
cannon fodder, there are ss many people who
béve got bugger all to do,

Wa hzd a lot of trouble with uniform becauze
ol the “alklends crisie, then it “irst cama

out it wog doing really well. Tt went to

number 65, then Redio 1 stooped playing it an
1t sterted to go down, They knew 1t wmzen't

i comnnected with the Falklande, the radic proed-

ucers were being gulte re:eonable mbout 1t,
The lipe wam, if the "Shoot, shoot, burth” was
belng playsd and the-e wep ap interruption
saying another 200 men had been killed it
would reflect badly an them, It was recorded
t®mo conths before the ¥alklande conflict. It
wan 8 real pein in the arse.

In the pagt our stuff hee alwaye been too
political or heavy, We got borsd with making
statementa 1ike on"Entertainment®. On "Uni-
foru™ we spent & lot of time getting the vocal
sound right. It depends & lot on the wecal
sound ae to whether the radio will play it or
ret. "Uniform” beceme po dincredibly political,
Hore so than "Poverty",

ESN: EHave you &dded a filth member to the
band, on mynthecised bongas?

JON: Simmons druma, TDddle Pedah is net a
full member. She's only playing with us live.
Ve need extra percuesion when % appesr liva,
the songs need it. There's no way of doing it
atherwise, and she'm got & great voice,
There's loeds of percussion - "We Live is Te
Dream Alooe", "Eii Fii Puah™. I couldn't

do that, unlees I had five arms,
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TN: Do you fell ag though you can achleve
sopething 2nd it'e not just the motione of &
Anh?
Job?

JON: Om the bottorm of it, it'e juet a Job.
Thet's haw I earn my living. Thet ie pretty
Btrzightforward, I find it really interesting,
particularly having done "Songs Of The Free”,
I fael we're getting somewhere towarda whzt

we could heve done. I think "Entertainoent"
bogged na domm, Dave Allen wrote them, 3l-
though they were credited to The Cang Of ¥our,
Dave ran out of ideap. On "Solid Gold", Andy
and I were credited on four of the songs, Now
¥e do all the writing. .Te're really produc=

tive. Together we wrote 25 songs for the laset
album, Thirteen we recorded,
E¥:  Although there were only nine Bongs on

the album,

JON: One went on the other side of "Uniform”.
There wak apnother one, which wag = bit of a
rogker, Ye play it . Ilive but it didn't rexlly
fit the LP. On that second ride, T teally
like pleying it ripht through ag it im. The
lazt track hae re singing gnietly over a
synth. It'# not like anything we've ever dune
‘before. On "€zlid Gold¥, for me, there ware
anly eix really good eonge. I don't like
"Jiteh", "Feep It", don't like "Traina“,
There was "Aroy" which 1e one of my sbsalute
favourites., £lthough it never cupe out good
on record, live I love 1it,

I muppose 1t ie jusgt a job, I really enjoy 11,
though., I've always enjoyed muisic that gives
you en eche in your own 1ife. I don't think
you can change esomebody's mind by writing a
song, when peonle are mowipg ib & certain way
anyway, They sort of get ouslc as a fellow
traveller to themselves, Thay don't listen to
& song and say "Great, pow I'm going to re-
nounce nuclezr weapons", (We never take on
grand eubjects like thet anyway. Not aver.)
Bomebody moving in that direction might say,
yeah, I mee the point. Got any chicken?
Chicken for me. (Jon tries to oxder some
wonderful Kayfair grub. His reaction is well
illustrated.) :

Jon's wonderful, racing mind (he doeen't
reed me to prompt hinm), has plenty to may:

JON: Ve got a2 lot of flak for elgning te II.
When BT work well they deliver exactly what
you want. Tou have to use them in the rignt
way, give them a2 product, Then their six
weeke gelling cycle follows, They do things
Rough Trade cen never do., I've never balleved
in do-it-yourself things anyway, never have
dene, ‘We wera with Fact, in Glesgow... In
the sense of having made something it'c not
necessarily a good thing, Thie mapgazine of
voure, it's no good writing it and not being

TAKE A TIP

able to =ell it. It wouldn"t be worth your
time. It reached the sicge where 2 band would
heve & thousand coples of a record for them-
selven, and nobody would buy 1t, Rough Trade
hzve got a larpe furmover, but not the organ-
igation to bzck up a single that cay deot the
charts. BT is funny, if you know how they
®ark you can really use the mackins. "Unifora”
wae Etiffed, mo we'll put another one out
strright away. ET picked up the option on ue.
If wa make anoiher iwo albume for thec we are
[ree of our caniract.

E:
with

On the "Solid Gald" tour you had problems
your voice, Eas thet cleared up now?

JM: I pever used to Ye =ble to breathe pro-
pecly. ¥y =singing came too much from oy

throat and not enough fror dewn below. T can

now Blrc [or a long tizme with a different
technioue - pushing wp from lower down., 1T
sing in tune and louwdly for aw long as & 30
day tour.

To me, The Gang Of Tour are one of the
few bande that have progressed, leaving a
trail of good records and tours behind them.
To them originality comes easily, and ig om=-
itted Just as easlly. How many bande can
retaip thelr fane who st121 feel enthusiastic,
not cereiy loyal? Eow many other bands have
dropped a disillusiconed audience along the
stspe-vayelde?

SIMON M cKAY

———
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BELLE

The Belle Stare were nezrins the end of
their first 3riti=h tour when we interviewed
then beflore & gig at Newcastle Poly.

ESK: That has the tour beesn like?

SPTLLL: It's OF, there aren't ae many wveople
¢oming to the gige as we expected.

EXN: Do vou thinz thie is becaute you've lost
popularity Eince the hit single?

SPELLAT Ho, not 2t all, T think ii's becauss
veople aren't coring to glge amymore, bacauss
ef the receseion and they've pot no wonay.
It's nat just ues that are belng hit by Lt
eithar.,

JENBY: Evan people like ¥ick Jagger are being
hit. Fe pleyedl the Hope And Anchor the other
week to two people.

ESK: Wap that an undercover gig?

STELLA: TYes, but you would ®£till think that

people would have got to kmow that the Stonem
were playing the Hope And Anchor.

ESN: Thy do you think the laet single didn't
do as well &g the previous two?

SMELLA: Becauss we released 1t {oo eoon after
"The Clanmping Song" and because 1t was another
COVAT.

ESN: %5 you don't went to do any eore covers?

STELLA: Mo, the next single ir going to be
one af our orm 2alled "Sign Of The Tiges".
It's a real rocker, 2 killer.

ESH: T think that "Ike" and "The Claepping
Song" were really bad, taking the [irst three
singles ints conrideration.

S$TFLLA: You can't s3y they were a bad sowrd,
ar badiy produced. Ve wwre just trying some-
thing else because we had tried our own stuff
and they hadn't worked. You can't be poor all
of yaur life.

ESF:  Thy did you do cover verslons?

STFLLA: To get & single in the eharts. It
rorked, peonle know ue. Te've been on TV. £
now hopfully we can do our own stuff, and get
pare res-onse thar we did In the ezrly days.
We didn't get = hit single even thourh we
released three singles, ro we did a cover

version which, wae the in thing. Fhat dso you
think of Jauhaus doing Zigey Stardust?

"STARS

EN: Terrible.

That's it, tut look at how
high it got in the charts. You didn't aven
think of them doing & cover. You would have
thought they would have been against that.

SPELLA: Yeah!

ESN: They didn't even include it on the LP
g0 they got a hit single cut of it then weved
it goodbye. What happened to Permy Layton?

STELLA: She left, She Toupd it cold when we
wrere touring, in the cold van.

ESK: 1 thought all these cover versisns would
have kept her warm.

STELLAY
ag well.
selling chocolate now.
Jenny's brain went.

I eupoose there were other problems
She worke at the ecrene on the green
Around that time

JEYNY: ¥hat's that?
STFLLE:  Your brain love, it left us when
FPenny left.

JENYY: ©h, my brain went.

STELLA: Just a joke. Claire's joined us now.

JENEY: TWell, roucl of applause.

ESN: Then doee the LP come out?

STELLA: January 28th.

ESF: Is this the LF you promised me a year
ago would be sut Feb/March 19527

JIMY:  Yeah!

EPCLLAY The 2lbus’s got 2 lot of our om sgong
on 1t, mome covers, and it scundes alright.
Doesn't 1t?

EQN: And it {ock you a year to make it.
STTLLA: ¥o, it took a cousle of -onthm, Tt
togk us a year to get ints the studio.

EXM: {lzire, why did you Join the band?
TOOLLA: Te offered her lote of coney and mer
every night,

T Eow are =tiff rocords treatins you?

TTLLA: Kot too bad,

INI'T: e don't really know, we haven't been
idth any other record company.



STELLA:
Jacause they just live dowm the road from where
wet of the bepds live,

It's good now that they've moved

i8: Are they pushing you to releare more
tover vercions to gain hit einglen?

STLLA: N¥o, I think they've realiped that we
rant to do our own stuff now,

5J: I think they hed our best interests at
neart when they releaesd the covers beczume
they wanted us to be successful. Seelng as

& ot of people were releasing covers it seemed
A good thing to de from a record company point
ef view,

ESH: Do you get total controcl of what ie
relpased?
STELLA: Yeah, well, at least wa get & chance

1o have a discussion sbout it,

CLAIRBE: Te are going to Arerieca next week to
do three gigs,

JINY: FKew York!

ETELLA: Ve ere reslly locking forward to 1t.

Te're doing three gigs, two at the Danceteria
ard one in Yhiladelphia.

EX:: Have you released any recorde In Azerica?
CPTLLA:  No, they zre eingles which have been
imported from Sritain. The LT #ill be rel-
eased over thers If Stiff get a distributor.
ocH:  Why are you poing to fmerica rithout amy
vinyl to proocte?

STOLLA:  Just really ae & test to see how
everything gees.

CL.T%E: ™e zre mil really looking forward to

it.

At thie paint the interview ends whan all
the members of the band Tush out of the rToom
to watch "Deep Qoote of “uple” on TV.

STEFHEN JOYCE

FASHION

ESH: Yhat happened to De Tarrise?

IARTIN: It wem just totally out of the blue.
Te just got a letter fror the record co.,
saying that he'd left the band and that we
could put it down to different idezs, 0(n the
paxt albtum he wanted to use things like a
brass esction and becking vocalista, which we
thought eughl We were going to come out
sounding like Kool ind Tha Gang, and it's not
rezlly where we're coming from, So we decided
to dv some demos between us. De did some
dezors in London and took them to the record
co. and they thought they were a load of shit,
and we did some in Birmingham znd they thought
"thieg is more like Pashion sound like™, and
that blew his confidence. From then on we
Just started growlng apart. You know, we
eould see the enthuaiasn wze going, and then
he sent & latter to the record co. saying he'd
left the band. He didn't cive any reasons,
Just "I've left the bamd". I haven't even
seen the letter.

ESF: Tho'ts golng to wrilte the new material?
EARTIN: We're going to write it between us,
The only reason De wrote the last material

wag because he wouldn't let anyone else write
‘eos he wanted all the publishing, That's

the sort of guy he wag, he never fitted in
anyway, Just sort of took over the whole thing
and 1t was just getting out of hand. Tomight
wa'll be deing three new songs, 2 of which
Troy had alre.dy got recorded on cassette when
he jeined the band a2nd one which Alan had
alrendy reccrd=i. In future I'l]l write and
¥ulligan*ll write and maybe I'11 work with
Dik and work it from 3 baire 2nd drums polnt

of view and we'll all comtribute., It'll 311
be egual - it"e much more a band, much more s
Flve piece.

BN: 5Sg will the music be very different?
CARTIK: It will be. T thimk 1t'11 =till be
dance orientated, but it'll be a lot differ-
ent, & lot more youth orientated as opposed to
sothitticited audience which is where De was
trying to get acrors to. We'll gradually move
away from the old =onge.

tS%: Troy, hor did ysur split with Teardrep
come about?

T20f: It was reelly complicczted with Tezrdrop .
Bxpledes as for as me leeving., It was partly
lesving, partly being made to leave. Tt was

a very complicated situation, It Just fall
apart really "coz we did it for euch 2 long
time and we had different muszical tastes and
attitudes towards touring and pleying to
auvdiences and things like thzt. There’'s been
such a lot said about it thzt it's a warte of
$ime,
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DIXK INTERRUPTS: I eee yovu're doing an inter-

view, Tou've Just joined the band. He's only
been in the band 5 minutee! That about me?
¥hat about me! OF, don't mind me! Just sod
of f1l

TRIY: Go on without me then will you?

DIX: Yezh}

THOT: Go on, bang your tube. ...Anymay,
that'e 211 over and T can't be bothered to
tzlk zbout 1t,

TEE: Do you prefer Fashion audlences?

T3J3¥: I prefer playing with Fachion. It
Euite me.

KARTIN: I thlnk we attract the smme sort of
audiencen as Teardrop.

ES: You don't get the screeming little girle.
TRCY: No, we hawn't got that, but that wae
only happening when we hzd a hit record. Then
the hit records stopped you dide't hzve much
ecreaming in the audience then.

ES¥: Did the pcrezming bug you?

Tad¥: No, it wasz Like...

VARTING You got off on 1t!!

TRIY: No, obviously if you're stznding om
stage and there's all these l:ttle girla you're
gonna get off on it. It's not o mueh bucring
you, 1t's just you see 1t realistically, that
they want a reason to serezm, and itls a very
hywmterical eituation. 4nd, yeah, he s right
you do get off on it to soze degree, but at the
same time in your mind you know it's ptupid

3 ¥ou don't really teke it serionely, I

®AE nore interested in plaving the music snd
if that enabled us to pley the music, well
that was good. Sometimee it wze = bit fruste
rating, like 1f you knew you were going really

badly. %e were playing ohe night and it w=n
really bad. The mound waz awful end there
werg all these peosle sereaming at the front.
I Just turmed my guiter off ard juet mimed
playing guiter, right, just mimed adjusting
the volume knobe "cos I was in this really
¢ynicel mood, 4ind even when I did there were
Btil]l people going "Wah!" and I thought "Oh
God, what 8 going on™, But Jullan wes the
#2in focal point of the band and a lot of the
girl:.; uged to come hecause they were intoe
Cope a loage.

ES1 They're pmot s mach into the music?
TROT: TYeah. 1 think a lot of the people were,
it war juet & mixture, but it was painly when
Reward wa® really big and then it kinda went
down & bit gnd then we went sbroad so it wasn‘t
the eepe eort of canla anmymore. Which was

good on the one hand, but bad in the sense that
you get used to getting high off a few thoue-
and people then you have to start getting high
off 200 or . You do motice the difference.
But I'm not perasonally really bothered becanse
I don't play music just so anybody will see me,
I do it becauge I just heve to. It's realiy
ipportant. I cen't explain 1t, it e like
breathing.

ES: How big & strain is the tour?

VIRTIR: This tour ie & gtrein,

TRIY: T think it's oretty heavy. It s a lot
of work.

WARTIN: We've been together aE a five piece
for thrre weeks, In that tire Troy's had the

moBt work to do, learning the lyries.

TRCYt Lezrning to foget them, which I fre-
quently do. Tt givem it thet raw edge.

What I've tried to do is to interpret the
worde around me. Try to stick fairly close
to vocal delivery, but to infer in the stage
act gomething m bit different. Like the song
™White Stuff" - we wers telking about it
today end we're going to try to infer ithinge
about De Lorean, I don't think that's what
De Harriss meant, it doemn't matter, I just
teke it to mean that. I'c trying to interpret
the monga in the way that I think I can eing
and reelly mean it, rether thean just going up
and miming to 2 eong and trying to copy it
exactly, which is bullehit, you'll never do it.
¥e are talking ebout things liks that. Te
usually have about 30 peconde to 4fmcusa
everything in between rleeping and driving
and doing the giga.

I wze into Pamhion before De Harriss joined
then enyway, we've got cozmon ground between
2ll of us, The whole attitude about certain
kinde of sounds, music and certain thinge

we want to do, We want to get a bit heavier
the', and T don't mesn like Heavy Metal, it'e
Juet like...

MiRTIN: Heavier!!

TROY: More relative to what's going on.
doing our own sort of =mound,

Jumt

The interview wae round up when Troy
limped off to scundcheck,

TROY: With me peg leg. T fell aver on rtage
last night. Good, eh?

MARTIN: It's pert of the new rtage actt
The only mishap on stage tonight was
Alsn Darby. Move On A1}

OVING TO LACK OF {PACE, IT TAS N0P PISSTBLE
TO PRINT THIS IFTTRVITC 1IN IT'S BPIRETY.
COTIES OF T=E UNEDITED VERSION ARE AVATLABLE
THOM ETNON SLTEVENCTE. EICTOSE AN £.A,E,



